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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to application 10678606 filed on 10/3/2003. 
Claims 1-21 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claim 20 recites the limitation "timeline" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 20 further restricts the limitation of a timeline, 
but there is no previous mention of a timeline in claim 20 or claim 18 the claim upon 
which claim 20 depends. Examiner believes and will assume for the purpose of this 
office action that claim 20 was meant to depend on claim 19, however appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
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1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-16,21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

US 20030084065 (hereinafter Lin) in view of US20050044066 (hereinafter Hooper) in 

further view of US 20050050043 (hereinafter Py). 

As for claim 1 Lin discloses: receiving a data unit associated with a time interval 
(See paragraph 0035) While Lin does not significantly differ from the claimed invention, 
the disclosure of receiving a digital image associated with a specific time is more 
explicitly stated in Hooper. Hooper discloses: receiving a digital image associated with a 
specific time (See paragraph 0027 and paragraphs 0029-0031 note: paragraph 0027 
explains receiving the image while paragraphs 0029-0031 explains the different types of 
time that can be associated with the image). Py discloses: associating the data unit with 
the digital image when the time interval associated with the data unit includes the 
specific time (See paragraph 0035). It would have been obvious to an artisan of 
ordinary skill in the pertinent art to have incorporated the teachings of Hooper and Py 
into the System of Lin. The modification would have been obvious because using time 
to classifying images makes the retrieval of images easier (See Hooper paragraph 
0003). Also using time a retrieval feature allows for faster browsing and searching of 
images (See Lin paragraph 0008). 
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As for claim 2, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Hooper 
discloses: receiving a second data unit associated with a second time interval, the 
second time interval overlapping with the first time interval and including the specific 
time (See paragraph 0042 note: a image is associated with a specific date, and then 
that date is associated with a more broader date range) the selecting being based on 
topics represented by the data units (See paragraph 0034 note: that event= topic and 
when you cluster by time you inherently cluster by event). While Lin discloses: selecting 
which of the data units to associate with the digital image (See paragraph 0037). 

As for claim 3, the rejection of claim 2 is incorporated, and further Lin discloses: 
the image containing notes (See paragraph 0017 contextual information = a note), the 
note including a classification for the topic represented by the entry (See paragraph 
0017 "note that that note can be anything from which it can be determined which image 
is more significant to the user); and selecting is based on classifications of the topics 
represented by the data units (See paragraph 0018). While Hopper discloses that each 
data unit is a calendar entry (See paragraph 0036). 

As for claim 4, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Hooper 
discloses: wherein the associating is based on configurable rules (See paragraph 0032 
note: the user does not have to use that preferable setting the user can select any 
combination of the 3 different types of dates to use in associating the images). 
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As for claim 5, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Hooper 
discloses: wherein the data unit is a calendar entry (See paragraph 0036); and the 
associating includes tagging the digital image with an identifier of the calendar entry 
(See paragraph 0041 "each image has a image file identifier). 

As for claim 6, the rejection of claim 5 is incorporated, and further Py discloses: 
wherein the digital image is stored in a file that includes a metadata field (See 
paragraph 0034) and the tagging includes storing the label in the metadata field (See 
paragraph 0035 note: the subject of the image is a label). While Hooper discloses that 
the calendar entry includes a label (See paragraph 0064 "file identifier")- 

As for claim 7, the rejection of claim 5 is incorporated, and further Py discloses: 
one of an event a person, a geographic location a logical location and an object (See 
paragraph 0055) While Hooper discloses an event being synonymous with time (See 
paragraph 0034). 

As for claim 8, the rejection of claim 7 is incorporated, and further Py discloses: 
wherein the rules specify that when the calendar entry represents one of a person and a 
geographic location, confirmation is to be requested before associating the digital image 
with the identifier (See paragraph 0055 note: "when the computer suggest a location 
that is based on the location of the user on a given date, and is a confirmation to 
associate that location with the image). 
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As for claim 9, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Lin discloses 
wherein the data unit is an image grade definable by user input, the image grade 
specifying the level of interest for the digital image (See paragraph 0017). 

As for claim 10, the rejection of claim 9 is incorporated, and further Lin discloses: 
receiving search criteria specifying a threshold grade; and searching for digital images 
that have grades exceeding the threshold grade (See paragraph 0021). 

As for claim 1 1 , the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Py discloses: 
wherein the data unit is an image grade definable by user input, the image grade 
specifying a level of quality for the digital image (See paragraph 0041). 

As for claim 12, the rejection of claim 1 1 is incorporated, and further Lin 
discloses: receiving search criteria specifying a threshold grade; and searching for 
digital images that have grades exceeding the threshold grade (See paragraph 0021 
note that is the embodiment where a user picks his pictures based on quality)A 

As for claim 13, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Lin discloses: 
wherein the data unit is one of a text file, audio file and video file (See paragraph 0014). 
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As for claim 14, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Lin discloses: 
receiving search criteria that specify the data unit and searching for digital images 
associated with the data unit (See paragraph 0035). 

As for claim 15 the rejection of claim 14 is incorporated, and further Hooper 
discloses: wherein the data unit is a link in a calendar, the link being configured to return 
any digital images associated with the data unit (See paragraph 007 and paragraph 
0023). 

As for claim 16, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated, and further Py discloses 
receiving user input specifying a topic and storing the user input into the note field (See 
paragraph 0041). 

Claim 21 is a computer program product claim corresponding to the method of 
claim 1 and is thus rejected for the same reasons as set forth in the rejection of claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 17,18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hooper. ■ 

As for claim 17, Hooper discloses receiving selection specifying a calendar entry 
(See paragraph 0023); retrieving digital images associated with the calendar entry (See 
paragraph 0023); and including the retrieved digital images in a calendar (See 
paragraph 0027). 

As for claim 18 the rejection of claim 17 is incorporated, and further Hooper 
discloses: wherein the calendar entry represents one of an event, a geographic location 
a logical location, one or more people, and one or more objects (See paragraph 0034). 

Claims 19,20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lin. 

As for claim 19 Lin discloses: clustering images in an image library into groups, 
each image including a time stamp that vindicates when the images was captured (See 
paragraph 0036 note: the time based cluster); for each group determining the number of 
images in the group and a time interval delimited by an earliest time stamp and the 
latest time stamp of images in the group (See paragraph 0035 note the user selects the 
time period for the cluster) for each group, determining a time scale for displaying the 
group, the determining being based on the number of images in the cluster and the time 
interval delimited by an earliest time stamp and latest time stamp of the cluster (See 
paragraph 0034, and 0035 pictures have time stamp, and user decides timeline). 
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As for claim 20 the rejection of claim 19 is incorporated, and further Lin discloses: 
wherein the timeline is a calendar (See paragraphs 0034 and 0036 note: timeline is 
months and years in the examples cited). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leon J. Harper whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0759. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 4:00Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Information 



LJH 

Leon J Harper 
April 17, 2006 




